MUSKELLUNGE - NORTHERN PIKE

Know How To Tell The Difference!

'NOTE: Faint Indication of mark-
ing pattern is somatimes
presant on postarior % of
body in “clear” variation

of muskellunge.
Paired fi aving Caudal fin with
more pointed llpl — paintad tips —

MUSKELLUNGE

(Esox masquinongy)

3 COMMON PATTERN

A
VARIATIONS SPOTTED

Coloration with vertical dark markings on s light background
(Juvenlle pattern simiiar to that of adults)

NOTE: Background colors of fish
:-n ey alightty mp-od-
| char-

nciano:ics ol the water
tern may dominate in an

area. but all 3 can be pre-
sent

Caudal fin with
Colotation having lrregular narrow vertical dark markings on a rounded tips -
light background with stripes maerging onto the back In an Interlocking pattern

HYBRID “TIGER” MUSKELLUNGE
(Esox masquinongy X Esox lucius)

NOTE: Sides sometimes exhibit an al
nating patiern of stripss and spots,
of narrow paired-bars on a light
background Pattern never resem-

bies that cf northern pike.

= Palred fins having
|_-rounded tips — T

Coloration with pattern of horizontal rows of light round Coeudak fic weith iaoes raunded tps

to oval spots on & dark background
NORTHERN PIKE
(Esox lucius)

NOTE: Some areas may contain
“Silver Pike” which is a
mutant color variation of
norherm pike that lack the
characteristic spots and
have darklolight greyish/
blue sides. Fin coloration
normal for northern pike
is exhibited in the “sitver"

(Juvenile pattern has rany.

whits, oblique bars Paired fins having Color illustrations by:

which sxtend from the
white bally) ——more rounded tips —___ P

IN MOST AREAS THESE FISH HAVE MINIMUM SIZE RESTRICTIONS, MAXIMUM POSSESSION LIMITS,
AND SPECIAL OPEN SEASONS... CONSULT LOCAL FISHING REGULATIONS FOR SPECIFIC DETAILS.

Line Giagrama courtesy of Dt James, C. Underhal
Univeraity of Minnesots

Location of submandibular pores For further Information please
on under side of lower jaw._.
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cheek and
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